7<S                       THE  TWO  CONSTITUTIONS

the impeachment of later Presidents, Mr. Hoover
being the last on the list, were brought forward from
time to time, but nothing more was heard of them.
Judges stand in a somewhat similar position. Both the
British and the American Constitutions lay the utmost
emphasis on the independence of the judiciary, and in
England drastic steps have been taken to maintain the
position of the judges against the Crown. But a
British judge can be removed by means of an address
from both Houses of Parliament. In America the
separation of powers again forbids a parallel pre-
cedure, and an American federal judge can be touched
only by impeachment. There is a fairly long list of
cases and members of the Supreme Court figure in it.

THE legal beginnings of Parliament are of importance
because of their powerful influence upon parliamen-
taiy procedure. The men who came up from the
country to talk to the King about an alleged act of
injustice had a grievance and petitioned the King to
redress that grievance, and in this procedure lies the
origin of the immensely significant political principle
upon which the whole body of English statute law is
founded: that redress of grievances must precede
supply. Supply had not been thought of when the
first rudimentary parliaments submitted their petitions
to the Crown. Supply was a consequence of the sub-
stitution of a money for a barter economy. There
was a period when government meant on the part of